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Project: RIVERSIDE REGIONAL PARK MASTER PLAN 

RATIO Project No.: 17003.000 

Date/Time: March 10, 2017 11:30 am, Riverside Park Family Center 

Purpose: Citizens’ Steering Committee Meeting 2 

Participants:  

Indy Parks: 
Julee Jacob, Sr Project Manager  
Andre Denman, Principal Planner 
Ellery Manuel, Regional Manager  
Tony Johnson, Riverside Park Manager 
 
 
 
 
Citizens’ Steering Committee: 
Margaret Smith, Resident 
Randall Pierce, Municipal Gardens 
John Hall, Field Office Director, HUD 
Kevin Hardie, Friends of White River 
LaMarr Davis, Lillian Davis Foundation 
Deborah A. Lawrence, J.D., Marian University 
Rev. Eugene Potter, New Life Development Ministries 

Consultant Team: 
Debbie Wilson - Engaging Solutions 
Mary Jane Glaspy - Engaging Solutions 
LaShawnda Crowe Storm – Artist in Residence 
Phyllis Boyd – Groundwork Indy 
Brian McKenna – Christopher Burke Engineering 
Keri Van Vlymen – RATIO 
John Jackson – RATIO 
 
 
David Hillman, Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust 
Keith Paschal, Performing Artist / Graphic Design / Video 
Phyllis Hackett, Resident 
Ron Rice, Resident / Northwest Civic Association 
Phyllis Forney, Riverside Civic League 
Stan Henry, Riverside Regional Park Foundation 
Kaliah Ligon, IU Health 

 

 

 
I. Welcome & Introductions 

II. CSC Role Review 

 Debbie Wilson reviewed the role and responsibilities of CSC Committee Members: 

1. Ensure that someone is at the table for the Riverside Master Planning process representing your organization 
2. Stay focused on the project mission 
3. Share with your organization, neighbors, and friends. Be a conduit of information for the project 
4. Be an advocate for the process 

 
III. Review takeaways of the first Public Open House (See presentation slides) 

1. 5-6 members of the CSC attended the Open House 
 
IV. Review takeways of initial Stakeholder Interviews (See presentation slides) 

1. Public engagement process is multi-tiered: 
a. Interviews 
b. Website 
c. Steering Committees 
d. Public Open Houses & Pop-Up Workshops 

 
V. Levee & Floodplain Presentation – Brian McKenna, CBBEL (See presentation slides) 

a. One member commented that it was generally understood that a large portion of the land within the floodplain 
was designated for golf BECAUSE it was within the floodplain & therefore inappropriate for building. Feels that 
South Grove is the best of the three courses, but doesn’t care for the fences/barriers to the neighborhood. 
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VI. History Presentation – Ben Ross, RATIO (See presentation slides) 

VII. Overview of Next Steps 

a. Next CSC Meeting April 7, 2017. Will be discussing preliminary concepts for the park plan. 

VIII. Questions & Discussion 

a. Can a link to the Cincinnati MLB Urban Youth Academy be placed on the project website? 
http://mlb.mlb.com/community/uya.jsp?id=program&loc=cincinnati 

b. Phyllis Hackett discussed the general concern of neighborhood residents that improvements to the park will 
raise taxes in the area. Suggested that it may be beneficial to have Vop Osili or a state senator to speak at one 
of the meetings or Open Houses to address this concern. 

c. It was suggested that one aspect of the Master Plan address a marketing campaign for project fundraising. 
d. How do the different existing plans and entities tie in to this Master Planning effort? Could this information be 

made available on the project website? 
 

IX. Adjourn 

 
 
Any additions or corrections to these Minutes should be submitted in writing to RATIO Architects, Inc., within ten (10) days of receipt.  
Otherwise, these Minutes stand as correct. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John D. Jackson, PLA, LEED AP 
Principal  
 
 
cc: Participants  
 Consultant team leaders 
 RATIO internal team 

Lori Hazlett – President, Indianapolis Parks Foundation 
 

 



Today’s Agenda

• Welcome & (Re) Introductions

• CSC Role Review

• Review First Public Meeting Takeaways

• Review Stakeholder Interviews Take-aways

• Levees and Floodplains 101

• Park History 

• Overview of Next Steps

• Questions/Discussion

• Adjourn
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Keep, Toss, Create
What do you love about Riverside Park?

Is there something at the Park that you don’t think is working?

What new things would you like to see or do at Riverside Park?



Keep:
• Sports facilities: tennis courts, baseball & softball 

diamonds, basketball courts, football field

• Colts Playground

• Adult exercise activities: Taekwondo, aerobics, yoga

• Horseshoe Pits (Improve)

• Programs for kids: 4-H

• Natural Areas / Open Space

• Park Shelters

• Family Center

• Swimming 

• Trails

• Open gym



Toss:
• The Park’s negative public image

• Ability to drive on grass at the park. (Safety concerns for 

children)

• Parking area near basketball courts should be redesigned 

as a gathering space and access improved

• Extend swimming pool hours in the summer months

• Traffic flow issues

• Maintenance issues

• Athletic Field Lighting (Improve)

• Taggart Memorial (Repair)

• Improve communication to the community about park 

events



Create:
• Additional amenities such as restrooms, water fountains, 

concession stands, benches & seating

• Additional lighting & safety measures

• Improved maintentance

• Art in the park

• Farmer’s Market

• Indoor swimming pool, extended pool hours, adult swim

• Events: festivals, farmer’s market, art, music

• Educational programs

• Evening programs: sports, exercise, swimming

• Walking & biking trails



Vote For Your Favorites
Park Programs

Facilities and Amenities



Voting Results - Programs:
Program Votes

Youth Sports 16

Youth Learn to Swim 15

Water Fitness Programs 14

After School Programs 13

Adult Fitness & Wellness 13

Senior Programs 13

Youth/teen Fitness & Wellness 12

Adult Art, Dance, Performing Arts 11

Golf 11

Martial Arts or Self Defense 10

Youth Art, Dance, Performing Arts 10

Program Votes

Adult Sports 10

Youth Summer Camp 9

Life Skill Classes 7

Childcare Programs 6

Teen Dance 6

Trips 6

Large Special Events 6

Preschool Programs 5

Outdoor Adventure Programs 5

Nature Education Programs 4

Adaptive Programs 1



Voting Results – Facilities & Amenities:
Facility / Amenity Votes

Outdoor Tennis Courts 20

Indoor Swimming Pools 16

Walking Trails 15

Outdoor Swimming Pools & Water Parks 15

Indoor Fitness and Exercise Facilities 15

Outdoor Basketball Courts 13

Indoor Running & Walking Track 13

Indoor Basketball & Volleyball Courts 11

Soccer Fields 10

Golf Courses 10

Mountain Bike Trails 9

Picnic Areas & Shelters 8

Youth Baseball & Softball Fields 7

Facility / Amenity Votes

Multipurpose Fields 7

Adult Baseball & Softball Fields 7

Outdoor Water Spray Parks 7

Nature Center 6

Playground Equipment 6

Outdoor Fishing Areas 6

Outdoor Adventure Parks 5

Off-Leash Dog Park 5

Skateboarding Park 4

Indoor Sports Complex 3

Natural Areas 2

Pickleball Courts 1



Visioning Exercise
Which Image Best Represents Your Vision for the Park?



• Sports – More and improved facilities

• Inclusive. Everyone is welcome

• Gardening, food production, self-sufficiency

• A safe & active place for kids

• Trails & greenways

• A unique identity for the park

• A gathering place, the center of the 

community

Common Threads:



Floodplains and Levees 101
Brian McKenna



OVERVIEW

1. Floodplain Definition

2. Floodplain Regulations

3. Levee Definition

4. Levee Regulations

5. Riverside Levees



What is a Floodplain?



What is a Floodplain?



Floodplain Regulations

• National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) is Administered by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA)

• Reduces flood damages by:

• Identifying flood risks (FIRMs)

• Encouraging sound floodplain 
management

• Providing subsidized flood insurance

• City of Indianapolis participates in the 
NFIP and is responsible for enforcing 
sound floodplain management



Floodplain Regulations

• Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) 
categorize risk levels

High Risk – Special Flood Hazard Area

(100yr: Zone A, Zone AE, etc.)

Moderate Risk 

(500yr: Zone B, Zone X (Shaded))

Low Risk 

(Zone X, Zone C)



Floodplain Regulations



What is a levee?

• A barrier constructed along a 
stream bank to provide a 
specific level of protection to 
an area from flooding.

• A structure that requires 
regular maintenance.

• A structure with an inherent 
risk of failure during large 
floods.



Indianapolis Levees



Riverside Levees



Riverside Levees



Summary

• Portions of Riverside Park are 
included in the SFHA

• Portions of Riverside Park are 
protected by levees

• Floodway/Floodplain 
designations may affect 
improvements.

• Levees need to maintain 
current level of protection



Park History 
Ben Ross
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Negroes Are Told To 
Go To Douglas Park 
Bg Park Head9 Policy

On Tuesday morning, representatives of The Recorder, visited the office pf the Board of Park Commissioners. They sought of the clerk, who waited on them, a permit to hold a picnic in a public ffark. The clerk proceeded to issue the permit, but when told the permit was wanted for Brookside Park, he balked. He told the Recorder representative that on account of the crowds, the park 
'was not available fof this particular date. He was then asked if • the park was available for the previous day. He then informed 4he Recorder representative it was not available. The clerk was •asked if it was available at any time and. when he could not an- •swsr the question, he ushered the Recorder representatives into 
the office of the Superintendent of Parks. 

superintendent - -

Eastern Visitor

The superintendent of Parks. Mr. 
•JArrls enquired the mission of the Ke- 
'ConAer representatives, he was in* 
tiormed. They told him. they desired 
Mo gat a permit for a small private 
ipicnic In Brookside Park. berause TO EUROPE 

TO VISIT 

Fanatic Demago­
gue Runs Wild 

In Prej. Ecstasy
Indianapolis, [nd

W Maplo Road

rinrenr. r»arro.-. Auv./'"" ,!rt- ^ 
Ch|f;»K<>. III.
DKAlt SIR:

Sraunlng th* INTHAN \POT TS \R 
of date. Jun- i^th. I w*s v, rv ^hid 
Indeed to noto fn ymrr puMicity arti- 
cle that you could say no nj.»r. than 
von did. before that .Wyro Oonven- 
tion held In Chl« atp., against tho 
mighty, decent-fhlnkine f,.Jks of vour 
race for their logical decision to » nd 
thH repugnant wav,, of Negro inva
sion into White society and White 
residential communities. As it wa*
tan*1" >OU dil1 '*a>‘ *as mpr« “Nigger

n you admire and would *> gallant
ly uphold fh* Negro’s clamor for this 
EQl AI.ITY with the whites. why 
don’t you go on about your business 
and carry on your association with 
them by marrying one of th.-ir dusky 
beil‘-s the loathsome privilege your 
Illinois State law decree*, and in this 

Cents!
THE LOCAL HEWSPAPEK

AN ACCURATE and 
** AUTHENTIC 
Account of the News
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MRS. DEEDS
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By W. A. Chambers
Mrs. Deeds' article published * 

elsewhere, is a condemnation of J 
the writer, in itself. No doubt V 
it is the expression of the attl- • 
Lude of mind of a certain and 
large element of the people. An 
outcry of envy, jealousy and 
fear of an unjustifiable origin, 
a sub-conscious fear, relative to 
the same mental aspect, that 
has produced, the superiority 
complex and teh inane claim 
to be the originators, guardians 
and Chief Champions of the best 
and the most of what is now 
called culture and civilization.

Mrs. Deeds and all those of 
her same faith, and sympathy 
either do not know,j>r otherwise 
allow vain jealousy and envy to 
obscure from their vision the 
big part the Klegro has contrl- . 
buted to the yvhole American 
scheme of thing. The Negro 
has contributed a full measure 






